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Surface water and groundwater are both important sources for community water 

supply needs. Groundwater is a common source for single homes and small towns and 

communities,  . Although approximately 98 percent of liquid fresh water exists as groundwater, 

much of it occurs very deep. This makes pumping very expensive, preventing the full 

development and use of all groundwater resources. Many freshwater sources contain harmful 

contaminants, bacteria, and waterborne organisms, making such water unsafe to drink. These 

contaminants can make you sick or even kill you in a wilderness survival situation in which you 

are miles from a doctor or medical facility. 

Finding a fresh water supply from a mountain stream or underground water reservoir is 

preferable. These water sources might be safer than many alternatives; however, it’s a wise 

precaution to always purify water before drinking it when you find a source in the wilderness. 

WOMEV embarked on a “Clean water for our Community (CWC)” campaign where in 

collaboration with the Sandpit community  assisted in cleaning the catchment which is one of 

their main source of drinking water, They were also trained how to treat their drinking water 

  

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/community
https://www.britannica.com/science/water-supply
https://www.britannica.com/science/water-supply
https://www.britannica.com/science/groundwater
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/survival-camping
https://www.masterclass.com/articles/how-to-purify-water-in-the-wild

